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Governor Scott Walker Announces 2014 Trailblazer Awards for Women in Business 

13 Woman-Owned Companies Selected from Across Wisconsin to Receive Awards 
 
Madison – Governor Scott Walker, Lieutenant Governor Rebecca Kleefisch, and the Wisconsin Women’s 
Council are pleased to announce the recipients of the 2014 Governor’s Trailblazer Awards for Women in 
Business, recognizing women pioneers in the business community.  Award recipients will be honored in a 
ceremony at the State Capitol on April 9, 2014, followed by a Trailblazer Luncheon sponsored by BMO 
Harris Bank.  
 
“Private sector businesses are key to our state’s job creation strategies,” said Governor Scott Walker.  “We 
are fortunate to have many women who have started a business and now employ their fellow 
Wisconsinites.  I commend these nominees for serving as role models to other women who are 
considering opening a business and creating jobs.”  
 
This year’s 13 Trailblazer award recipients represent six counties and a wide range of industries –  
including non-traditional industries for women.  These businesses have sustained families and anchored 
communities.  Our 2014 Trailblazers bring leadership and lasting economic benefits to communities 
across our state, providing jobs and promoting innovation.  
 
“Women-owned businesses are leading the way in our new economy,” said Lieutenant Governor Rebecca 
Kleefisch.  “As our state regains its economic strength, it’s critical that we recognize the leadership these 
women have demonstrated in running their own businesses and creating family-sustaining jobs.  They 
are truly role models for taking an all-hands-on-deck approach to moving our state forward.” 
 
Trailblazer Awards are given to businesses statewide to recognize the legacy of women's business 
ownership in Wisconsin.  Categories include family-owned businesses that are currently majority 
woman-owned and have been in operation for three generations or more, and businesses with sole or 
majority ownership by a woman, or series of women, for 25 years or more.  
 
Since the award was established in 2007, Governor’s Trailblazer Awards have been given to 57 
Wisconsin woman-owned businesses across 23 counties.  
 
"The value of these winners is not just in the past accomplishments we celebrate today—it is also in the 
women their trailblazing example will inform and inspire in the future to follow their own 
entrepreneurial passions and dreams,” said Mary Jo Baas, Chair, Wisconsin Women’s Council.  
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Woman-owned businesses were nominated for Trailblazer Awards through an open nomination process, 
including nominations from business and professional associations, elected officials, friends, colleagues, 
and employees.  
 
For more information about the Trailblazer Award program, visit the Women’s Council web site at 
www.womenscouncil.wi.gov/trailblazer. Information on the award program will be available on the 
Council’s web site closer to the program date.  
 
Recipients of the 2014 Trailblazer Awards (by county):  
Dane County  
Interior LOGIC, Inc. Robin A. Stroebel, CEO & President Madison • est. 1989  
Laurel and Associates, Ltd. Deborah Spring Laurel, President Madison • 1985  
 
Milwaukee County  
AMRI Counseling Services Lakeia Jones, CEO Milwaukee • Special Recognition  
Malone’s Fine Sausage, Inc. Daphne Jones, President Milwaukee • 1961  
Purple Door Ice Cream, LLC Lauren Schultz, Owner Milwaukee • Special Recognition  
Stowell Associates, Inc. Phyllis Mensh Brostoff and Valerie Stefanich, Co-Founders Milwaukee • 1983  
 
Racine County 
Meetings and Incentives Worldwide Jean Johnson, CEO, Tina Madden CFO Caledonia • 1967 
 
Rock County  
State Electric Supply, Inc. Ellen Ramberg, Director Janesville • 1955  
 
Sheboygan County  
A.J. Wholesale Produce, Inc. Rosemarie Zingale, President Sheboygan • 1989  
 
Waukesha County  
D&G Insulation, Inc. Gloria Henderson, President Brookfield • 1988  
DUECO, Inc. Judie Taylor, President, and Marikris Coryell, Executive Vice President Waukesha • 1955  
The Tribute Companies, Inc. Christine Toson Hentges, President Hartland • 1952  
Zilli Hospitality Group Ellen Zilli, President Waukesha • 1968 
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